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appointed to investigate the facts; but after
the Commission had carefully inquired into all
the evidence that could be got, it appeared that
the accused were innocent Not only had they
been accused on insufficient evidence, but the
evidence of their innocence was such as the
agitators might easily have obtained, if they
had attempted a fair inquiry. After these
disclosures the inhabitants of that country
looked upon the members of the agitating
society, not only as persons whose judgment
was to be distrusted, but also as no longer to
be counted honourable men. For although
they had sincerely and conscientiously believed
in the charges they had made, yet they had no
right to believe on such evidence as was before
them. Their sincere convictions, instead of
being honestly earned by patient inquiring,
were stolen by listening to the voice of prejudice
and passion.

Let us vary this case also, and suppose,
other things remaining as before, that a still
more accurate investigation proved the accused
to have been really guilty. Would this make
any difference in the guilt of the accusers?
Clearly not; the question is not whether their
belief was true or false, but whether they enter-
tained it on wrong grounds. They would no
doubt say, " Now you see that we were right
after all; next time perhaps you will believe